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SUBJECT: WAV ARRESTS: AMERICAN PRISONERS GO ON HUNGER STRIKE 

1. AMBASSADOR SAW EONMIN NOGUES AGUST 23 ON ANOTHER MATTER AND 
REEERRED TO CASE OF THREE U.S. PRISONERS. NOGUES LISTENED SYMPATHE- 
TICALLY, PROMISED TO LOOK INTO MATTER AND AGREED IT MADE NO SENSE 
TO KEEP THEM HERE WITHOUT CHARGE. HE REFERRED TO BOLIVIAN ANGEL 
BUT ADMITTED THEIR AMBASSADOR HAD NOT BEEN IN, SIGNIFYING A CERTAIN 
LACK OF GOB INTEREST. 

2. WHEN CONSULAR OEFICER VISITED THREE DETAINED AMERICANS YESTERDAY, 
THEY HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO A SEPARATE SUNNY ROOM WITH TOILET 
LOCATED IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECTION OF THE TACUMBU PENITENTIARY. 
THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE PENITENTIARY, WHO CONTACTED THE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR ON THE PHONE WHILE THE 
CONSULAR OFEICER WAS THERE, WAS FORTHCOMING AND COOPERATIVE AND 
ASSURED HER THAT THE PRISONERS WOULD RECEIVE GOOD TREATMENT 

AND WOULD BE ABLE TO RECEIVE VISITORS. THE THREE 
AMERICANS, WHO WERE IN A BETTER MOOD THAN THE PREVIOUS 
DAY, TOLD CONSOLE, HOWEVER, THAT THEY HAD NOT EATEN AND 
WOULD NOT EAT UNTIL THEY COULD BE ASSURED THAT THEY WOULD 
BE RELEASED PROMPTLY. HE HAVE TRIED TO TALK THEM OUT OF ANY 
HUNGER STRIKE AS COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE. EMBASSY HAS SUPPLIED 
THEM WITH SEVERAL NECESSITIES AND CONSOFF WILL TODAY AGAIN 
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VISIT THEM TO SEE HOW THEY ARE GETTING ALONG AND TO SEE 
WHETHER THEY HAVE RESUMED EATING. 

3. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS EVERY DAY IN THE LOCAL PRESS 
ABOUT THE DETENTION OE THE THREE AMERICANS, AND WHILE 
CONSOFF VISITED DETAINEES, LOCAL NEWSPAPER ABC REPORTERS WERE 
AT THE PENITENTIARY REQUESTING INTERVIEW WHICH THE AMERICANS 
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REJECTED EOR THE TIME BEING. 
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